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their completion or may be bought directly by her thirty- 
six years after completion. As they were completed in 
1902, this means that China must come into possession in 
any event in 1982, but may do so as early as 1988. The 
proposition of Mr. Knox was simply to anticipate the first 
date of permissible purchase by buying up the road now. 

It was thought by Mr. Knox, if we understand his plan 
correctly, that the purchase of the leases, the management 
by China and the supervision of the six nations most in- 
terested, including Russia and Japan, would result in 
taking the railways entirely out of politics and making a 
neutral commercial zone of Manchuria. This he believed 
would make for the peace of the world, as it would pre- 
vent any further question arising in that locality as to the 
« open door." It would also tend to relieve Japan and 
Russia from the expense and anxiety incurred in main- 
taining and policing their railroad systems in Manchuria, 
which are a heavy burden to them. 

Mr. Knox's proposition proved to be unacceptable to 
Russia and Japan. Without their consent to the pur- 
chase of their leases the plan could not be carried out 
before 1938. It was therefore dropped. 

The suggestion was again made that the plan of 
building a parallel railroad in Mongolia be taken up 
once more, but it was learned that a secret treaty 
between China and Japan pledged China not to build a 
railroad in her territory which should be parallel to or 
near the South Manchurian line. It is now claimed that 
this secret agreement was made under duress and is in 
violation of the Portsmouth Treaty, which puts Russia 
and Japan under obligations not to obstruct the attempt 
of China to promote commercial interests in her Manchu- 
rian domain. These latter points, however, are not yet 
in issue. Japan meantime insists that she has always 
stood and always will stand for the " open door." 

The situation became serious, though not critical, when 
the Japanese Premier reported to the Japanese Parliament 
the rejection of the plan of Secretary Knox, and added 
that had it been proposed by any other power than 
America it would have been regarded as an unfriendly 
act. Japan has laid out a large program of commercial 
and industrial enterprise on the basis of the Portsmouth 
and Peking treaties. Her capitalists have invested their 
money in Manchuria with the understanding that the 
present treaty arrangements are to remain in force. 
It would mean hardship to them should there be a 
sudden change in the legal status of the South Manchu- 
rian railroads. Japan realizes that her economic life 
actually depends in a large measure upon her freedom 
of exploitation in Manchuria, as she has about fifty per 
cent, of the Manchurian trade. American commercial 
interests are much less, in point of percentage, but they 
are important and under fair conditions have before 



them a promising financial future which cannot be dis- 
regarded without serious loss. 

Without attempting to pass judgment in the case, we 
incline to give credit to all parties concerned for having 
good intentions and desiring to keep the peace. There 
seems to be no reason for undue excitement in any 
quarter, not even in Japan. Nothing should be done in 
haste. The facts, so far as ascertainable, point to a 
very simple way out of the complicated situation. An 
international commission of inquiry, as provided for in 
the Hague Convention, might be appointed to investigate 
the facts of the alleged discrimination by the Manchurian 
railways whether in the form of rebates or otherwise, 
and the questions arising under the interpretation of 
treaties guaranteeing the territorial and administrative 
entity of China and the " open door." Such a commis- 
sion can go anywhere and sit anywhere. It can make 
an investigation in Paris or Peking, or in any village 
along the Southern Manchurian railway. If by such a 
commission international law and conventions be found 
to have been violated, the responsibility may be fixed and 
afterward adjusted by diplomatic action or the question 
referred to the Hague Court. We venture to believe 
that in the present state of civilization no nation, whether 
Asiatic or European, if it be really found guilty of an 
offense against treaties, will need stronger force to cause 
it to live up to the law than the concentrated pressure 
of enlightened public opinion. 



Full Text of the Japanese School 
Children's Message. 

Through the kindness of Mrs. Wilbur F. Crafts of 
Washington, D. C, we have received the text, herewith 
given, of the Japanese School Children's Message to the 
children of our schools brought to this country by 
Masuji Miyakawa, who is in this country lecturing in 
promotion of better understanding between the two 
countries : 

" To the Public School Children of the United States : 
" We have been told by our fathers, brothers and 
teachers that Dr. Miyakawa, through his Japanese pic. 
tures and lectures before the American public school 
children, intends to bring about a better understanding 
of the more than historical friendship of Japan and the 
United States. We have, in the meantime, been told 
that there is a certain sentiment which looks upon war 
between the two countries as inevitable, just as our older 
brothers who passed before us in our schools thought 
war with China and the late war with Russia inevitable. 
In view of our teachings at school and at home, that 
' the American people are the foster-mothers of Japan's 
present progress and prosperity,' we, the public school 
children in convention assembled, with permission of our 
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fathers, brothers and teachers, passed the following 
resolution : 

" ' Resolved, that we, the pupils of the Imperial public 
schools, shall never raise our swords against, but shall 
emulate, the pupils of the public schools of the United 
States as perfect examples of brotherhood and sisterhood. 

" ' Resolved, further, that we ask Dr. Miyakawa to 
personally hand our resolution to our sisters and brothers 
of the United States.' 

" Y. Matsudaira, 

" Delegate, Sixth Grade, Tsukudo 

Public School, Tokyo, Japan." 

This is a noble example. But why cannot the school 
children of all countries be brought to adopt a similar 
resolution toward their fellow school children in all other 
countries? Might not war thus, in a single generation, 
be made forever afterwards impossible ? Who will or- 
ganize the School Children's Crusade against War ? 



Massachusetts Ministers' Memorial and 

Remonstrance against Increase 

of the Navy. 

The following memorial and remonstrance against 
further increase of the navy has just been sent to Con- 
gress, signed by nearly six hundred ministers and re- 
ligious leaders of Boston and about twenty other Mas- 
sachusetts cities. No such general manifesto from the 
clergy has, we think, ever before been made on any sub- 
ject, at least not from Massachusetts. In some of the 
cities scarcely a minister was left who did not sign, and 
this was due in most cases to absence. Furthermore, 
the signatures were not perfunctory, but in a large ma- 
jority of instances were made with readiness and even 
enthusiasm. There has been, we are informed from 
some places, a remarkable advance the past year in oppo- 
sition to further increase of our navy and in favor of the 
peace movement in general. We have no doubt that this 
action of the Massachusetts ministry fairly represents the 
judgment of the clergy of the nation, if there were any 
way to get a universal expression of it. 

" To the Congress of the United States of America : 
" We, ministers of churches and leaders of various 
religious organizations in Boston and vicinity, constantly 
made aware of the hard financial struggles of the people, 
due to the greater cost of living, express our approval of 
the decrease in military and naval expenses recommended 
by the President in his recent annual message, and earn- 
estly remonstrate against further increase of the navy. 

" The fact that the United States, which has no en- 
emies, but is on friendly terms with all nations, is spend- 
ing more than thirty per cent, of its revenues, postal 
receipts not included, on preparations for war and nearly 
seventy per cent, for war purposes, if the expenses of past 
wars be included, or nearly $400,000,000 a year, should 
in our judgment cause the national government to take 



immediate action for the reduction of military and naval 
appropriations. 

" We believe that the legal system already embodied 
in the Hague Conventions is adequate to meet the re- 
quirements of international justice, on an honorable, 
equitable and economic basis. We therefore urge the 
government to use its utmost influence to encourage re- 
sort to law in all cases of international dispute and to 
assist in improving the legal system of the nations by all 
means within its power. 

"We commend the efforts of the Department of State 
to secure the establishment of the International Court of 
Justice projected by the second Hague Conference, and 
we urge the employment of all practicable means for the 
promotion of more perfect friendship between the United 
States and other countries, in order that money now spent 
on preparations for war may be devoted to the necessities 
of peace and build up the prosperity of the people." 

Ministers in other parts of the nation who desire to 
make their influence against militarism felt at the present 
important juncture at Washington, are urged to write 
personal letters immediately to their Congressman, or to 
send remonstrances signed as far as possible by all the 
clergymen in their neighborhood. A strong effort is 
being made by the peace party in both Houses of Con- 
gress to prevent the ordering of more than one new 
battleship this year, and they are confident that they 
will succeed if the people only come to their support. 
Of course, business men and all others interested should 
speak out also. Men of every class in the country are 
deeply and vitally involved. 



Annual Meeting of the American Peace 
Society. 

The following Act has been approved by the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature and went into effect on February 1 : 

"An Act to Authorize the American Peace So- 
ciety to Hold its Meetings Outside the 
Commonwealth. 
" Re it enacted, etc., as follows : 

" Section 1. The American Peace Society is hereby 
authorized to hold its meetings in any state or territory 
of the United States, in the District of Columbia, or else- 
where. 

" Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its pass- 
age." [Approved February 1, 1910.] 

Several considerations led the Society to make applica- 
tion to the Legislature for this addition to its charter. 
Being a Massachusetts corporation, it could not hold its 
business meetings outside of the Commonwealth without 
special legislation enabling it to do so. 

The Society now has sixteen Branch and Auxiliary So- 
cieties in different sections of the nation, and will soon 
organize others. Its membership is extended through 
practically all the States. As the National Peace Society, 



